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April 2022 

 

Year 5 Newsletter - Spring Term 

 

It has been another busy term in Year 5 with the children definitely earning a well-deserved 

Easter break.  

 

Our history topic this term was ’The Maya’. The children 

enjoyed researching life during this period using timelines 

and primary sources. We also enjoyed tasting food linked to 

this time period, well, some of the food! The children 

researched and experienced some of the games played 

during this period in history as well as some of the 

gruesome repercussions within the Maya civilisation.  

 

In Maths, the children have been busy consolidating their knowledge of 

statistics, calculating area and perimeter as well as embarking on our mighty 

fractions topic and deepening their understanding so they are equipped with the 

skills to solve reasoning questions. They have also worked hard to improve their 

arithmetic skills.  

 

In English, we began the term enjoying the animation ‘23 degrees 

5 minutes’. We enjoyed making predictions as well as imagining 

ourselves in the character’s situation, writing journal entries as 

Professor Babbage as he embarked on an expedition to the North 

Pole in search of his long lost idol Professor Orit. It was lovely 

to read their versions of the story. We 

have also continued and completed our study of the book ‘Around the World 

in Eighty Days’ by Jules Verne. We have also enjoyed the classic poem ‘The 

Highwayman’ finding out about famous highwayman and designing wanted 

posters as well as studying the main characters and their relationships in 

depth. The children immersed themselves in the role of one of the key 

characters (the wanted Highwayman and Bess) to write a love letter in 

character – some fantastic vocabulary, smiles and metaphors used, well done 

Year 5!  

 

This term’s topics in science have been ‘Forces’ and ‘Materials and 

their properties’. Through our Forces topic we have been learning 

about the different forces we experience such as gravity, friction, 

air and water resistance as well as recapping and building on our 

knowledge of forces from previous learning in KS1/lower KS2. A highlight being testing which 

materials had the least friction using ramps and toy cars. We have also enjoyed testing out materials 

and their properties through grouping them using their properties and investigating which materials 

are soluble and which are insoluble.     
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In art we began the term by looking at Leonardo da Vinci. We learned who he was and what he was 

famous for during the Renaissance. We looked at his portrait paintings and drawings and also at his 

inventions. We looked at Leonardo da Vinci’s drawing techniques and his use of perspective and 

composition. The second art topic we have explores is ‘People in Action’. We have studied the work 

of different artists who portray movement in their work, including Muybridge, Boccioni and 

Delaunay, and looked at different techniques used to create the illusion of movement.  

 

In PE the children have enjoyed dance, badminton and dodgeball – with some of our children 

attending a festival to celebrate the sport and show off their newly acquired skills.  
 

 

Looking forward to next half term we have the following activities planned: 

 English: We will be reading a new book ‘Boy in the Tower’ by Polly Ho-Yen. The children will 

be completing a variety of writing, both non-fiction and fiction related to the book and its 

characters.  

 Maths: We will continue to practise our arithmetic skills, we will complete our work on 

Fractions, decimals and percentages before enjoying properties of shape, position and 

direction as well as looking at solving puzzles and doing extended maths investigations.  

 Science: We will be studying ‘Living things and their habitats.’ 

 History: Our new topic question will be ‘Who was Joseph Pease?’ We will be studying how he 

played in role in shaping Darlington and the changes that have happened in our local area.  

 Geography: We will be beginning our new topic ‘Where food comes from’ where we will be 

look at trade links via food as well as the range of jobs and other activities needed to get 

food to our plates. 

 

 

A few reminders: 

 Reading Books- the children will continue to bring their school reading book home and return 

to school on their designated day to be heard read and change their book. Please comment 

in their records when they have been heard read at home and sign to let us know they have 

completed their current book. The children will continue to select a reading book from our 

reading corners to read for pleasure during our daily reading sessions. We are also taking 

part in the Darlington libraries challenge to read all 100 books as a class before the summer 

holidays. Your child should have brought home a booklet containing the 100 reads, we have 

borrowed books from the library which your child can access in school. 

 Maths and English homework will continue to be set on Showbie as well paper copies given 

each week. Maths is due on a Monday and Spellings are due on a Friday. 

 Continue to send your child into school in their PE kits on their PE day. PE kit consists of: full 

tracksuit or black leggings, a red t-shirt and trainers for all PE sessions.  

PE days are Monday and Friday 5B, Monday and Wednesday 5R, Wednesday and Friday 

5H.   
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5B will be swimming on Wednesdays until 18th May so will have PE on Mondays only until then. 

5R will then have their turn to attend swimming lessons from Wednesday 25th May– details 

will follow nearer the time. 

 The children will also continue to participate in our new initiative – the active mile! This will 

be on a Tuesday. Children may wish to bring a pair of trainers in a bag to change into for this 

activity if they feel their school shoes would be unsuitable. 

 All clothing, including jumpers, cardigans, PE kits, coats, sun hats etc. should be clearly 

labelled with your child’s name so that lost property can easily be identified and returned. 

 

 

Dates for your diaries  

o Term ends: Friday 8 April 2022 

o Summer Term commences: Monday 25 April 2022 

o May Half-Term: Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June 2022  

o Summer Term ends: Thursday 21 July 2022 

 

 

 

Once again, thank you for your continued support.  We wish you all a lovely Easter break. 

 

The Year 5 team 

 


