
 To help you understand how children learn 
to read and the skills they need.

 To provide you with strategies to use at 
home which will help your child.

 To instil a love of reading in your child, 
raising confidence and thereby attainment 
levels

Reading
Aims



The main purpose of reading is to build a visual image of the text

DECODE
UNDERSTAND
RESPOND

What makes a good reader? 



 Stimulates imagination 

 Helps to develop language skills 

 Helps to develop comprehension skills 

 Demonstrates that reading is important

Reading with your child…



 It helps children’s understanding of the world

 It is a key skill which supports the whole 
curriculum – particularly writing

 It aids language development

 Prepares children to future successes 

Why is it important?

If children are happy to read, they are more likely to do so when they have to 
as well as when they want to.



Implications of Poor 
Comprehension

Pupils who fail to understand adequately what they read…

 Lose motivation
Have underdeveloped vocabulary & general 

knowledge
Underachieve significantly in National 

Assessments 
 Face severe obstacles to educational & life 

attainment 



What do the stats say?

Those who read stories or novels outside of 
school ‘every day or almost every day’ score 
significantly higher (with a standardised 
overall score) compared to those that do so 
once or twice a week.





How can you help at home 
when your child can decode 

fluently?

Two way conversation using four key strategies:

Predict, clarify, question, summarise

Two way conversation using four key strategies:
Predict, clarify, question, summarise



The Key Strategies

Predict What are we going to read about in the next section?

Clarify Which words and phrases do we need to find the meaning of?

Question Can we ask questions to help us learn more about the text?

Summarise What are the main ideas in this section?



Reading at Home

Modelled Reading

Repeated Reading

Echo Reading

Choral Reading

It’s not what you say, it’s the 
way that you say it!

Expressive Punctuation

I read a page, you read a page.
Follow the leader 

Record our reading.

Silly voices 

Direct speech detectives 

Read in the dark 

Change the word


