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December 2021 

 

Year 6 Newsletter Autumn Term 

 

What a busy first term the children have had in Year 6 and they have definitely earned a well-

deserved holiday.  

 

Our history topic this term was “What’s in a name?”. The children enjoyed 

researching a local family, The Bradfords, who lived in Darlington during 

the early 1900s. We also enjoyed using Digimaps, census data and The 

Northern Echo archives to research particular streets within the town 

and what happened to their residents during WW1. The children produced 

a poster in pairs which they then presented their findings to the class.  

 

In Maths, the children have been busy consolidating their number work and applying their skills to 

solving reasoning questions. They have also worked hard in improving their arithmetic skills.  

 

In English, the children have been studying the book ‘Why the Whales Came’ by Michael 

Morpurgo. They have written a biography of Michael Morpurgo, a descriptive setting 

and an informal letter to ‘The Birdman’. The children will get the opportunity to watch 

the film once we have completed the book and look forward to comparing the film and 

the book.  

 

 

 

This term’s topics in science have been plants and animals. The children looked at the seven life 

processes that all living things share. They have also classified a range of living things, such as 

themselves as a class - this was followed by classifying mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and 

birds. The children have then looked at and compared different life cycles for a variety living 

things. We have just started the new topic Evolution and Inheritance where the children have 

looked at how plants and animals have adapted to their enjoinments.  

  

In art they have studied perspective and vanishing points and produced 

some pleasing 3D pictures as well looking at Paul Klee to produce a landscape 

picture.  In PE the children enjoyed learning about the rules behind tag 

rugby and then applying those to several games. In Gymnastics, the children 

began by practising their balancing skills using counter tension and counter 

balances which saw them progress to handstands, cartwheels and using the 

vault. The children will then put these altogether to create their own mini 

gymnastics routine.  
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Looking forward to next half term we have the following activities planned: 

 English: We will continue reading ‘Why the Whales Came’ by Michael Morpurgo. The 

children will be completing a variety of writing, both non-fiction and fiction related to the 

book and its setting, The Isles of Scilly. 

 Maths: We will continue to practise our arithmetic skills, we will look at Fractions and 

percentages as well as looking at solving puzzles and doing extended maths investigations.  

 Geography: The new topic this coming half term is ‘Fantastic Forests’. 

 
We hope that you find the following information useful; 

 

Reading Books- After the Christmas holidays, the children will not be bringing a school reading 

book home. These books will stay in school and the Year 6 staff will read with your child on a given 

day. The children will, however select a reading book from our reading corners and take this home 

to read. We ask for these books to be returned on either a Monday or Thursday. Your child will be 

given an allocated day; they then can change the reading corner book if needed. With that in mind, 

can all school reading books be returned by Friday 17th December.  

 

 Maths and English homework will be set on Showbie after the Christmas holidays once a week- 

details will follow.   

 Continue to send your child into school in their PE kits on their PE day  

 PE kit consists of: full tracksuit or black leggings, a red t-shirt and trainers for all PE 

sessions.  

 All clothing, including jumpers, cardigans, PE kits, coats, scarves, gloves, etc, should be clearly 

labelled with your child’s name so that lost property can easily be identified and returned. 

 Swimming lessons will continue into Spring term. Letters have been given out to the group 

continuing after the Christmas holidays.  

 Leavers Hoodies- more information will follow after the Christmas Holidays.  

 

Dates for your diaries  

 School reopens for teaching purpose on Wednesday 5th January 

 Half term Holiday starts Friday 18th February 

 Staff PD Day Monday 28th February- school closed to pupils 

 Friday 4th March- World Book Day 

 Easter Holidays start Friday 8th April 

 SATs week beginning Monday 9th May 2021 

 

 

Once again, thank you for your continued support  

 

The Year 6 team  

 


