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December 2021 

Year 5 Newsletter Autumn Term 

 

What a busy first term the children have had in Year 5 and they have definitely earned a well-deserved 

holiday.  

 

Our history topic this term was ’The Vikings’. The children enjoyed researching life during 

this period using timelines and primary sources. We also enjoyed linking our historical 

knowledge to writing in English about a Viking warrior. The children also enjoyed 

researching Viking warriors and how they fought, this included producing a Viking shield.  

 

In Maths, the children have been busy consolidating their number work and applying their skills to solving 

reasoning questions. They have also worked hard in improving their arithmetic skills.  

 

In English, we began the term enjoying a book called ‘Journey’, which contains beautiful 

artwork but no words! After studying the artwork closely, the children enjoyed writing the 

narration for the journey the child took within the story. It was lovely to read their 

versions of the story. We have also been studying the book ‘Around the World in Eighty 

Days’ By Jules Verne. As part of this book study they have used their quality vocabulary 

to describe a setting from around the world. We also enjoyed linking our English and 

History topic through our work on the short film clip ‘The Saga of Biorn’.  

 

This term’s topics in science have been ‘Earth and Space’ and ‘Forces’. 

The children looked at why we have night and day and why we experience seasons 

throughout the year as well as why the moon appears to change shape. We also enjoyed 

finding out about the planets within our solar system. Through our Forces topic we have 

been learning about the different forces we experience such as gravity, friction, air and 

water resistance as well as recapping and building on our knowledge of forces from 

previous learning in KS1/lower KS2.    

  

In art we have learnt how to use Pop art techniques and layering to create a 3D 

cityscape. We were introduced to the artist Charles Fazzino, a 3D Pop artist. We 

learnt what Pop art is and how Charles Fazzino uses it as well as looking at examples of 

his cityscapes. We were then able to create a 3D cityscape using the 3D Pop art 

technique. There were wonderful examples produced across all the classes. Charles 

Fazzino has some strong competition! In PE the children enjoyed learning about the 

rules for basketball and then applying those to several games. In Gymnastics, the 

children began by practising their balancing skills using counter tension and counter balances which saw them 

progress to handstands,  

 

 

cartwheels and using the vault. The children will then put these altogether to create their own mini 

gymnastics routine.  

 

Looking forward to next half term we have the following activities planned: 
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 English: We will continue reading ‘Around the World in Eighty Days’ By Jules Verne. The children will 

be completing a variety of writing, both non-fiction and fiction related to the book and its many 

settings. We will also be enjoying using short film clips to inspire our writing. 

 Maths: We will continue to practise our arithmetic skills, we will look at Fractions and decimals as 

well as looking at solving puzzles and doing extended maths investigations.  

 Science: We will studying ‘Materials and their properties’. 

 Geography: We will be completing our topic ‘Fantastic Journeys’ and beginning our new topic ‘What 

shapes my world?’ where we will be finding out about the formation of landscapes and landforms. 

 History: Our new topic question will be ‘Who was making history in faraway places around the year 

1000?’  

 

 

A few reminders: 

 Reading Books- the children will continue to bring their school reading book home and return to 

school on their designated day to be heard read and change their book. Please comment in their 

records when they have been heard read at home and sign to let us know they have completed their 

current book. The children will continue select a reading book from our reading corners to read for 

pleasure during our daily reading sessions. We are also taking part in the Darlington libraries 

challenge to read all 100 books as a class before the summer holidays. Your child should have brought 

home a booklet containing the 100 reads, we have borrowed books from the library which your child 

can access in school. 

 Maths and English homework will be set on Showbie after the Christmas holidays once a week- details 

will follow.   

 Continue to send your child into school in their PE kits on their PE day. PE kit consists of: full tracksuit 

or black leggings, a red t-shirt and trainers for all PE sessions.  

PE days are Monday and Friday 5B, Monday and Wednesday 5R, Wednesday and Friday 5H.   

 The children will also continue to participate in our new initiative – the active mile! This will be on a 

Tuesday. Children may wish to bring a pair of trainers in a bag to change into for this activity if they 

feel their school shoes would be unsuitable. 

 All clothing, including jumpers, cardigans, PE kits, coats, scarves, gloves, etc, should be clearly labelled 

with your child’s name so that lost property can easily be identified and returned. 

 Weekly swimming lessons will begin in the Spring term on Wednesday mornings starting with 5H on 12th 

January. Letters to follow. 

 

 Dates for your diaries  

 School reopens for teaching purpose on Wednesday 5th January 

 Half term Holiday starts Friday 18th February 

 Staff PD Day Monday 28th February- school closed to pupils 

 Friday 4th March- World Book Day 

 Easter Holidays start Friday 8th April 

 

 

Once again, thank you for your continued support.  We wish you all a lovely Christmas and look forward to 

seeing you all in the new year. 

 

The Year 5 team 

 


