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Intent: The RE curriculum we use at Whinfield is based in the Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education in Darlington whuch has been planned and sequenced to 
develop children’s understanding.  The curriculum has been adapted (where permitted) in light of the context of the children at Whinfield Primary 
School and what is important to our children. Disadvantaged and SEND pupils have equality of access and opportunity.   
 
RE- 
• develops pupils‟ knowledge and understanding of what religion is and of the beliefs and practices of a range of religions and worldviews 

• gives pupils the opportunity to consider how religions and beliefs have an impact on individuals and communities in local, national and global contexts.  

• provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, ultimate reality, issues of right and wrong and what 
it means to be human.  

• gives pupils the opportunity to explore and consider different answers to these questions, analysing, evaluating and critically responding to the claims 
that religions and worldviews make.  

• offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development. It encourages pupils to examine the significance of religion in relation to 
themselves and others and to explore their own beliefs (whether they are religious or not) in the light of what they learn, examine issues of religious 
beliefs and faith, and consider their own responses to questions raised. 

• encourages empathy and enables pupils to develop their own sense of identity and belonging.  

• encourages respect for all, including those with differing faiths and beliefs, as pupils develop understanding and appreciation of our diverse society and 
world. RE helps to challenge prejudice, discrimination and racism. RE can encourage pupils to express viewpoints and agree or disagree respectfully.  

 

Implementation: Religious Education is taught in every year group throughout the school with sufficient time allocated to cover the Programmes of Study - 36 hours per 
year at KS1 and 45 hours per year at KS2. Approximately 4 hours are spent on the Christmas and Easter units. 
RE is delivered weekly but the Christmas and Easter units taught by the class teachers may be delivered differently (e.g. whole afternoon or a visit to a 
place of worship). 

Misconceptions are addressed as prior knowledge is checked to help children to embed what they know. 
The four RE concepts taught are: Belief, Authority, Expressions of Belief, and Impact of Belief. 

Impact: The RE is well constructed to ensure children are taught in a way ensuring they have the opportunity to learn and remember the subjects 
covered.   Pupils are seen to build upon prior learning so that knowledge is committed to long term memory.  
RE plays a significant role in pupils‟ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, as pupils consider a range of belie fs, ideas and values raised through 
their study of religion. Through RE pupils can develop life-long skills e.g. discernment, critical thinking and reasoning. RE gives opportunities for pupils to 
listen to others, hear and analyse conflicting viewpoints and develop empathy and respect. 

 
 

Autumn 
 

Spring 
 

Summer 
 

Reception Settling in  
  
Creation   
Harvest   

Diwali   
What is Christmas and how we 
celebrate it?   
Christmas –Children’s 
Experiences of Christmas   

Special Books  
  
My favourite book   
Different kinds of 
books   

Friends   
Good and Bad 
friends   
Why do we need 
friends  

Special places, 
things, music and 
people.   
  

Different beliefs   
My favourite 
things  
Religious 
artefacts  
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Harvest Festival – Saying Thank 
you   
Sukkot – Jewish festival of 
Tents   
Shabbat – Jewish Sabbath   
Hanukkah – Jewish festival of 
light   

 Why do we give gifts   
Christmas in our own home   
  

Books with a 
hidden message   
  
The Torah, Bible 
and Qur’an   
  
Stories from the 
Bible and Qur’an    
The little Birds and 
the seven new 
kittens. Noah’s 
Ark.   
  
  

Jesus is a special 
friend  
 
Jesus’ special 
friends   
 
Stories about 
Jesus’ and his 
disciples , e.g. 
Jesus calms the 
storm   
  
Easter Story   
  

Someone special to 
me   
Embracing our 
differences – Ronald 
the Rhino   
We are all different 
and all special   
Our special places  
Special place of 
worship   
  

Looking at 
special places – 
wedding from 
different 
cultures   
Story from 
different faiths   
The tiny ants   
The baby birds  
Seven new 
kittens   
Creation   
Noah’s Ark  

Key Vocabulary God  
World                                                             
Creation                                                         
Christian                                                        
Jewish  
Festival of lights                                                            

Jesus, God 
Christmas, nativity characters, 
gifts - gold, frankincense, 
Myrrh, celebration 
Church 
Advent 
Divali 
Diva 
Hindu 
                                                     
  

God 
The bible  
The Torah 
The Qur’an 
Guru Granth Sahib 
Allah 
Muhammed 
Muslim 

Disciples 
Easter 
Cross 
Easter garden 
  

The names of 
different artefacts 
(e.g. kippah, prayer 
wheel, mezuzah) 

 

 Church, vicar 
Mosque, Imam 
Gurdwara  
Synagogue, rabbi 
Temple, Buddhist 
Mandir, Murti 
    

Opportunities to 
involve prior learning 

Harvest as a special time – creation and Christian harvest 
, Divali as a special time for Hindus, 
 Christmas as a special time for Christians 

Special books – the bible and Torah 
Special People – Jesus 
Special Times – Easter and Christmas 

Belonging 

Year 1 What can we learn about Christianity from visiting a church? 
What does it mean to belong, in Christianity? 
Rev East talks to year 1 about the church. 

Why are gifts given as Christmas presents? 
 

Why is Jesus special to Christians? 
 
What is the Easter story? 
 
 

What do Hindus believe about God? 
 
How do Hindus show belonging? 
 
 

Key vocabulary Christian, church, Jesus, Christmas, celebration, gift, gold 
frankincense, myrrh  

Jesus; Christian; Easter; crucified, 
resurrection, celebrate,  

Hindu, Divali, festival, Diva lamp, Rangoli  

Prior learning Children learned that similarities and differences between themselves and others exist, and among families, communities and traditions. 
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Year 2 Christmas Unit – Why is light important? 
 
The Nativity story. Symbols of light in the story. Ways in which 
Christians think about Jesus – the Christingle. 
 
 
How do Hindu’s celebrate Divali? 
What do they do, what is a shrine, what is a puja, who is Ganesh? 
How do Hindus worship? 

How and why is Divali special for Hindus? 

 

Easter Unit- How do Christians Celebrate 
Easter? 
The events of Good Friday and Easter 
Day. Brief reference to Palm Sunday and 
Last Supper. How Christians remember 
Easter events in church – singing hymns, 
crosses, Easter Garden, purple, white, 
gold, egg, bread and wine, saying 
Hallelujah. 
 
All about the Bible. 
How to respect the Bible, What is the 
Lord’s Prayer and how is the Bible used.  
 

 

Shabbat. - How Shabbat is celebrated in 
the home, symbolic objects of Shabbat. 
The importance of the home in 
developing beliefs and values and 
demonstrating commitment to Jewish 
way of life at Shabbat. The synagogue at 
Shabbat. 

St Cuthbert - Stories about St Cuthbert: 
how his Christian faith affected his life 
how his Christian life had an impact then 
and now. Introduction to Durham 
Cathedral as a place of worship and 
Lindisfarne as a place of pilgrimage. 

Key vocabulary Light, angel, star, halo, Christingle. 
 
Hindu, Divali, Ganesh, shrine, puja. 

Easter Christians Good Friday Easter 
Sunday new life Jesus disciples cross 
crucifix hot cross bun palm cross purple 
Easter garden. 

Bible, Lord’s Prayer, ten 
commandments.  

 

Jewish people Judaism Havdalah Shabbat 
special Kiddush cap kippah challah cover 
candles 

Cuthbert Lindisfarne prior bishop Holy 
Island monk Durham Saint cathedral holy 
pray Bible reflection 

Prior learning Why are gifts given at Christmas? 
What can we learn about Christians? 

What is the Easter Story? 
Why is Jesus special to Christians? 

How do Hindu’s show belonging and 
what do Hindu’s believe about God? 

Year 3 What do Sikhs believe?  
Why is the Gurdwara important?  
Why is advent important to Christians?   

What do Christians believe about Jesus?  
Easter- what do Christians remember on 
Palm Sunday?   

How to Sikh’s express their beliefs?  
What can we find out about a local faith 
community in Darlington?   

Key vocabulary Temple, prayer, worship, Gurdwara, guru   Disciples, commandments, testaments, 
miracles  

Temple, local faith community  

Prior learning How and why is light important at Christmas?  How do Christians celebrate Easter?  
  
  

What can we learn from the story of St. 
Cuthbert?  
What can we learn about a local faith 
community?  
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Year 4 How/Why do religious people show care? – Children will learn how 
religious beliefs have an impact towards others. Children will 
explore how some religious people and communities help others, 
making links to religious teachings about care for others.   
Christmas Unit: Why do Christians call Jesus the ‘Light of the 
World’?  

What do we know about the bible and 
why is it important to Christians?  
Easter Unit: Why is Lent such an 
important period for Christians?  
  

Christian Signs and Symbols -What can 
we learn about Christian symbols and 
beliefs by visiting churches?  
Church Visit to St. Andrews  
  

Key vocabulary commandment, Christian,   
neighbour, love, charity, forgiveness, 
charities, Sikhs, community, vand, chhakna (sharing), sewa (selfless 
service), Jew, commitment, faith, care, parable  
  
Advent, Saviour, Nativity  
  

Bible, sacred, Old and New 
Testament. Worship,    
  
 Lent, Ministry, Devil, Temptation, 
Preparation  
  

Denominations, worship, cross crucifix, 
candles, Church, symbol  

Prior learning A pupil can:-  

• begin to describe some of the beliefs and features of religion.    

• begin to recognise similarities and differences of beliefs and 
practice within a religion.  

• begin to   make links between religious stories and teachings 
and the beliefs and ideas that underline them.  

• begin to identify the impact belonging to a religion has on 
believers.  

• begin to be able to express their views and support them using 
a plausible reason or reasons in response to the religious 
material they learn about.  

• begin to show some awareness of other people’s views.  

• begin to be able to, in relation to religious material studied, 
reflect on their own feelings, ideas and appreciate that not all 
people think, feel and believe the same.  

  

A pupil is starting to:-  
 describe some of the beliefs and 
features of religion.    

• recognise similarities and differences 
of beliefs and practice within a religion  

• make links between religious stories 
and teachings and the beliefs and 
ideas that underline them.  

• identify the impact belonging to a 
religion has on believers.express their 
views and support them using 
a plausible reason or reasons in 
response to the religious material they 
learn about.  

• show some awareness of other 
people’s views. In relation to religious 
material studied, reflect on their own 
feelings, ideas and appreciate that not 
all people think, feel and believe the 
same.  

  
  

A pupil can:-  
 describe some of the beliefs and 
features of religion.    

• recognise similarities and differences 
of beliefs and practice within a 
religion  

• make links between religious stories 
and teachings and the beliefs and 
ideas that underline them.  

• identify the impact belonging to a 
religion has on believers. Express their 
views and support them using 
a plausible reason or reasons in 
response to the religious material 
they learn about.  

• show some awareness of other 
people’s views. In relation to religious 
material studied, reflect on their own 
feelings, ideas and appreciate that not 
all people think, feel and believe the 
same.  
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Year 5 Islam What is the Qur’an and why is it important to Muslims? Christianity What do Christians believe 
about God?  

Christianity What can we find 
out about religious communities in our 
local area?  
What can we find out about religious 
communities in our local area?  
 

Key vocabulary 5 Pillars   Allah  Arabic  community  hadith   
Islam  minaret  monotheistic  mosque  muezzin   
Muhammad  Muslim  pbuh  prophet  Qur’an   
sacred  Salah   Secular  shahadah  wudu   
 

authority  creator  eternal  goodwill  
Holy Communion Holy Week infinite  joy 
Mass  Metaphor  Passover  Peace Power  
Protector  Reflection  Saviour  Trinity  
 

Holy Island  Pilgrimage Spiritual  Saint  St 
Aidan  St Bede  Chapter    church 
symbol   denominations    
devil  genre guidance  law  lent   ministry  
nativity  Proverbs Scripture temptation   
translation  verse   chalice  
Eucharist  

Prior learning *First unit taught about Islam 
 
Y4 autumn:  How/Why do religious people show care? Children 
will learn how religious beliefs have an impact towards others. 
Children will explore how some religious people and communities 
help others, making links to religious teachings about care for 
others.  
Christmas Unit: Why do Christians call Jesus the ‘Light of the 
World’? 

Y4 spring:  What do we know about the 
bible and why is it important to 
Christians? 
Easter Unit: Why is Lent such an 
important period for Christians? 
 

Y4 summer:  Christian Signs and Symbols 
-What can we learn about Christian 
symbols and beliefs by visiting churches? 
Church Visit to St. Andrews 
 

Year 6 What can we find out about the 5 pillars of Islam?  
Islam means submission, peace, obtained by submitting to the will 
of Allah.    
Belief in oneness of God and the concept of shirk (not associating 
anything or anyone with Allah).  
Introduction to 5 Pillars as expressions of faith and commitment 
for individuals and communities – Shahadah (declaration of faith), 
Salah (ritual prayer), Sawm (fasting), Zakah (giving), Hajj 
(pilgrimage): beliefs and actions.  
Pupils will have the opportunity to discuss responses to 
questions eg:   
o Does prayer matter?    
o Is it important to give?    
o Is it hard to show commitment?    
o Are rituals meaningless?    

Why should people with a religious faith 
care about the environment?  
 Introduction of how Christian, Buddhist 
and Muslim values will affect views on 
the environment (Impact of Belief).  
Knowledge and Understanding of 
Religion  
Pupils will understand some of the 
beliefs and teachings of Christianity, 
Buddhism and Islam which relate to the 
natural world.  
They will consider the impact these have 
for differing individuals and 
communities.  
Critical Thinking  

So, what do we now know about 
Christianity?  
• Recapping and developing knowledge 

and understanding of Christianity:  

• BELIEF: The Trinity, Jesus, concept of 
forgiveness  

• AUTHORITY:  importance of the Bible 
for Christians  

• EXPERESSIONS OF BELIEF:  different 
types of Christian worship, objects 
used in worship  

• IMPACT OF BELIEF:  how Christians are 
for others OR living in a Christian 
monastic community.  
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Pupils will also have the opportunity to reflect on key events and 
rituals in their own lives.  
  
What do the gospel stories tell us about the birth of Jesus?  
This unit will focus on:  
The comparison of the gospel accounts of the birth of Jesus 
(Matthew and Luke)  
The purpose of the gospel writers in their accounts of the birth 
story  
What the birth stories teach Christians about the significance of 
Jesus.  
  
In this unit pupils will learn about the two versions of the birth 
story and compare similarities and differences.  They will learn 
what the gospel writers (Matthew and Luke) were showing about 
Jesus through their version of the birth story.  Pupils will consider 
some of the ideas that have grown up around the nativity story, 
but are not part of the gospel stories.  
Pupils will have the opportunity to discuss and give their views and 
reasons about the question “Are the birth stories true?”  
  

In response to questions raised about 
religious beliefs and the environment, 
pupils will express views and give 
reasons to back these up.  
Personal Reflection  
Pupils will be given the opportunity to 
reflect on their own ideas, feelings and 
thoughts on care for the natural world 
and make responses.  
  
Why are Good Friday and Easter Sunday 
the most important days for Christians?  
Understanding of the significance of the 
crucifixion and resurrection and the 
impact of these beliefs on Christians 
today:    

  
Jesus as Son of God; death and 
resurrection of Jesus and its meaning for 
Christians.  
How belief in God will affect 
Christians e.g. belief in life after death.  
Pupils will learn about the theological 
beliefs behind the Easter story (what the 
death and resurrection of Jesus mean 
for Christians – new life, eternal life, love 
of God).  They will understand that this 
has an impact for Christians today and 
how they understand their lives.  
They will have the opportunity to ask 
and respond to questions which are 
raised through learning about the beliefs 
behind the Easter Story e.g. Is it true 
that joy follows sadness?  Is it true that 
hope wins in the end?  They will express 
their views on some of these questions, 
supporting their answers with sound 
reasons.  
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They will have the opportunity to reflect 
on their own experiences, feelings and 
ideas associated with the beliefs behind 
the Easter Story (sadness and joy, fear 
and hope etc.).  
Whilst the Easter story is recapped in 
this unit it does not just ask pupils to 
retell the events of Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday or Holy Week.  It is 
anticipated that this unit develops 
understanding about beliefs and, 
therefore, develops depth of 
understanding.  
  

Key Vocabulary hajj              ritual            Id-ul-Fitr          Id-ul-Adha   
tawhid        Mecca          Ramadan        submission   
 sawm        zakat   
  

artefact                   Beatitudes             crucifixion              despair               diversity   
Easter Sunday        expression             fear                         forgiveness         hope   
Impact                     resurrection   
  
  

Prior learning Islam What is the Qur’an and why is it important to Muslims?  
Christmas: What are the themes of Christmas?  

Christianity What do Christians believe 
about God?    
Easter: Why is The Last Supper 
important to Christians?  

Christianity What can we find 
out about religious communities in our 
local area?    
What can we find out about religious 
communities in our local area?    


