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Intent: The musical approach we use at Whinfield has been planned and sequenced to develop children’s understanding of 

music and to develop a love of a wide range of musical genres. The curriculum has been reviewed in light of the 

context of the children at Whinfield Primary School and what is important to our children. Staff have been 

consulted in regard to the adaptations needed post COVID. All staff are aware of how the curriculum in music is 

sequenced and is progressive from lower school to upper school. Disadvantaged and SEND pupils have equality of 

access and opportunity. 
Implementation: Music is taught throughout each week or through immersion days. The application of knowledge and skills is 

integrated into the music curriculum and being able to connect key learning in other subjects is always encouraged 

when the opportunity arises, particularly with maths when creating rhythmic patterns. Teachers are consulted as to 

the order of teaching and adaptations are made to the music curriculum as and when appropriate based on teacher 

feedback. 
 

Impact: The music curriculum is well constructed. Children are taught music in a planned and regular way ensuring they learn 

all that they need to know in music. Pupils are seen to be knowing more and remembering more so that knowledge is 

committed to long term memory. Application of skills has improved. Pupils are ready to move onto their next stage 

of education. Disadvantaged and SEND pupils acquire the knowledge they need in order to move onto the next 

stage. 
 

 
Autumn 

 

Spring 

 

Summer 

 

Reception Learning nursery rhymes  

Rhythm and rhyme  

Songs about Autumn changes  

Songs about Winter changes  

Nativity songs in preparation for our Nativity 

performance  

 

Singing session 1x per week 

Singing nursery rhymes  

Songs about Spring changes  

Songs around growing and changing  

Farm animal songs  

Minibeasts songs  

Introduction of poems and tongue twisters  

 

Charanga music session 1x per week 

Favourite nursery rhymes and songs 

Songs about Summer changes and Sun 

Safety  

Songs from different countries/cultures to 

complete and contrast 

Rhyme, poem and tongue twisters 

Introduction of raps  

 

Charanga music session 1x per week. 

Key Vocabulary Song 

Rhythm 

Rhyme 

Pulse 

Instrument names - guitar, tambourine, 

xylophone, glockenspiel, piano 

 rhythm, rhyme, fast, slow, tempo 
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Beat 

Opportunities to involve prior 

learning 

Phase 1 rhyming 

Traditional Nursery Rhymes 

Finding the beat 

Rhythm and rhyme 

Pitch, high and low 
 

Beat, pulse 

Year 1 Hey You! 

Rhythm in the Way We Walk/Banana Rap 

 

• Finding the pulse 

• Listening for distinct instruments and voices 

• Copying rhythms through body percussion. 

• Creating rhythms through body percussion. 

• Performing and sharing through singing, 

rhythm, and pulse. 

In the Groove/Find the Pulse 

 

• To listen to and distinguish between 

different styles of music. 

• To develop improvisation through body 

percussion and instruments. 

• Performing and sharing through singing, 

rhythm, and pulse. 

Your Imagination/Reflect Rewind Replay 

• Listen and appraise Classical music  

• Continue to embed the foundations of music 

using voices and instruments 

• Singing 

• Play instruments within the song 

• Improvisation using voices and instruments 

• Composition 

• Share and perform the learning that has 

taken place. 

Key vocabulary Allegro, bar, moderato, percussion, performance, pitch, pulse, rhythm and tempo. 

 

Prior learning Children learned to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through music. 

 

Year 2 Song - Hands Feet, Heart and HO, HO, HO!  

 

Keep  a steady  pulse  in a group  and solo with 

musical  accompaniment; demonstrate  at least 2 

different time signatures Repeat back longer 

basic rhythms (at least 2 bars); performing  

notation (using crotchets, quavers  and minims). 

Sing back short melodies  that use around  3 

pitched  notes; Perform from rhythmic  notation 

including  crotchets and minims  Identify where 

elements change (e.g. music gets faster or 

louder); replicate these changes in a simple 

performance. Repeat back longer basic rhythms 

from memory (at least 2 bars) and add 

imitations of the rhythms. Play longer phrases 

Songs - I Wanna Play In a Band and 

Zootime! 

 

Keep  a steady  pulse  in a group  and solo 

with musical  accompaniment; demonstrate  

at least 2 different time signatures Repeat 

back longer basic rhythms (at least 2 bars); 

performing  notation (using crotchets, 

quavers  and minims). Sing back short 

melodies  that use around  3 pitched  notes; 

Perform from rhythmic  notation including  

crotchets and minims  Identify where 

elements change (e.g. music gets faster or 

louder); replicate these changes in a simple 

performance. Repeat back longer basic 

Friendship Song! 

 

Keep  a steady  pulse  in a group  and solo 

with musical  accompaniment; demonstrate  

at least 2 different time signatures Repeat 

back longer basic rhythms (at least 2 bars); 

performing  notation (using crotchets, 

quavers  and minims). Sing back short 

melodies  that use around  3 pitched  notes; 

Perform from rhythmic  notation including  

crotchets and minims  Identify where 

elements change (e.g. music gets faster or 

louder); replicate these changes in a simple 

performance. Repeat back longer basic 

rhythms from memory (at least 2 bars) and 
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on untuned percussion instruments and body 

percussion. Sing simple songs and folk songs in 

rounds. 

 

rhythms from memory (at least 2 bars) and 

add imitations of the rhythms. Play longer 

phrases on untuned percussion instruments 

and body percussion. Sing simple songs and 

folk songs in rounds. 

add imitations of the rhythms. Play longer 

phrases on untuned percussion instruments 

and body percussion. Sing simple songs and 

folk songs in rounds. 

 

Key vocabulary Allegro Bar Crotchet Imitation Minim Moderato Percussion Performance Pitch Pulse Quaver Repetition Rest Round Rhythm Tempo Tune 

Prior learning Hey you, Rhythm in the way we walk and the 

Banana Rap. 

In the Groove and Round and Round. Your Imagination 

Year 3 Let your spirit fly 

Christmas show 

Glockenspiel 

 

Three little birds 

The dragon song 

 

Bring us together 

Reflect, rewind and replay 

 

Key vocabulary Accompaniment, bar, composition, crotchet, percussion. 

Pitch, pulse, repetition, rhythm. 

Rest, round, rhythm, tempo, tune. 

Prior learning Identify musical features in a range of high quality 

live and recorded music. 

Improvise simple rhythms based on given stimuli. Sing simple tunes in unison both with and without 

accompaniment or backing tracks. 

Year 4 Music: Mamma Mia - learning to sing, play, improvise 

and compose with the well known song Mamma Mia, 

children will listen and appraise more ABBA hits. 

Glockenspiel -introduces the children to learning about 

the language of music through playing the glockenspiel. 

 

Stop! - A rap/song about bullying & Lean On Me 

– A Soul/Gospel Song by Bill Withers 

Both these units use an integrated approach to 

music where games, the interrelated dimensions 

of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.), singing and 

playing instruments are all linked. 

 

Blackbird - by The Beatles - a song about civil 

rights  

 Reflect, Rewind and Replay - consolidates the 

learning that has occurred during the year. The 

learning is focused around revisiting songs and 

musical activities, a context for the History of 

Music and the beginnings of the Language of 

Music 

 

Key vocabulary Mamma Mia - Keyboard, electric guitar, bass, 

drums.improvise, compose, melody, pulse, rhythm, 

pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture structure, compose, 

improvise, hook, riff, melody, solo, pentatonic scale, 

Unison 

Glockenspiel - Rhythm patterns, compose,  
melody, pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo,  
dynamics, texture structure, 

 

Stop! - Musical style, rapping, lyrics,  
choreography, digital/electronic sounds, 

turntables,  
synthesisers, drums, unison, pulse, rhythm, pitch,  
tempo, dynamics, texture structure, compose,  
improvise, hook, riff, melody, solo 

Lean On Me - Unison, by ear, notation, 

improvise,  
melody, pitch, rhythm, pulse, composition, 

backing  

Blackbird  & Reflect, Rewind and Replay - 

Acoustic guitar, percussion, birdsong,  
civil rights, racism, equality, pentatonic scale,  
unison, pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics,  
texture structure, compose, improvise, hook, 

riff,  
melody, solo 
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vocal, piano, bass, drums, organ, pulse, rhythm,  
tempo, dynamics, texture structure, compose,  
improvise, hook, riff, melody, solo 

 

Prior learning To know and be able to talk about:  
●Singing in a group can be called a choir  
●Leader or conductor: A person who the choir or 

group follow  
●Songs can make you feel different things e.g. 

happy, energetic or sad  
●Singing as part of an ensemble or large group is fun, 

but that you must listen to each other  
●To know why you must warm up your voice  
To know and be able to talk about:  

• The instruments used in class (a glockenspiel, 

a recorder)  

• improvisation and composition 

• A performance 

To know and be able to talk about: 

• Listening to & appraising music/songs 

• their knowledge and understanding  
about the interrelated dimensions of 

music (pulse, rhythm) 

To be able to: 

• use classroom instruments to create an 

ensemble 

• learn to sing a song 

• listen and copy back using instruments 

• take it in turns to improvise using 3 

notes, G, A and B 

• explore and develop playing skills and 

composition using  glockenspiels 

To know and be able to talk about: 

• Listening to & appraising music/songs 

• their knowledge and understanding  
about the interrelated dimensions of 

music (pulse, rhythm) 

To be able to: 

• use their voices to create an ensemble 

• learn to sing a song 

• listen and copy back using their voice 

• take it in turns to improvise  

• explore and develop playing skills and 

composition using classroom 

instruments 

Year 5 Autumn 1: Living on a prayer 

All the learning is focused around one song: Livin' On 

A Prayer. The material presents an integrated 

approach to music where games, the dimensions of 

music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), singing and playing 

instruments are all linked. As well as learning to sing, 

play, improvise and compose with this song, children 

will listen and appraise other classic rock songs. 

Autumn 2: Classroom Jazz 

The learning is focussed on knowing how the pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture and structure 

work together to make a song sound interesting and be 

able to keep the internal pulse. 

Spring 1: Make you feel my love 

All the learning is focused around one song: Make 

You Feel My Love. The material presents an 

integrated approach to music where games, 

elements of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), 

singing and playing instruments are all linked. As 

well as learning to sing, play, improvise and 

compose with this song, children will listen and 

appraise other Pop Ballads. 

Spring 2: Fresh Prince of Bel Air 

All the learning is focused around one song: The 

Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air. The material presents 

an integrated approach to music where games, 

the interrelated dimensions of music (pulse, 

rhythm, pitch etc.), singing and playing 

instruments are all linked. 

 

Summer 1: Dancing in the street 

All the learning in this unit is focused around one 

song: Dancing In The Street by Martha And The 

Vandellas. 

Identifying the piece’s structure: Intro, verse 1, 

chorus, bridge, verse 2, chorus, bridge, verse 3. 

As well as identifying instruments/voices: Female 

voice and female backing vocals, keyboard, 

drums, bass guitar (rhythm section), brass 

section (trumpet, trombone and sax). Through 

this unit children will also learn to find the pulse 

whilst listening.  

Summer 2: Reflect, rewind, reply 

This Unit of Work consolidates the learning that 

has occurred during the year. All the learning is 

focused around revisiting songs and musical 

activities, a context for the History of Music and 

the beginnings of the Language of Music. 
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Key vocabulary accompaniment  allegro  bar  chord  chord progressions  composition  counter-melody  , crescendo  crotchet  diminuendo  dotted rhythm  dynamics  forte  

harmony  , imitation  improvisation  largo  melody (tune)  minim  moderato  notation  , off-beat rhythms  ostinato  percussion  performance  piano  pitch  pulse  , 

quaver  repetition  rest  round  rhythm  score  , solo  tempo  time signature  tune  tuned  unison 

Prior learning Mamma Mia - learning to sing, play, improvise and 

compose with the well known song Mamma Mia, 

children will listen and appraise more ABBA hits. 

Glockenspiel -introduces the children to learning about 

the language of music through playing the glockenspiel. 

 

Stop! - A rap/song about bullying  

Lean On Me – A Soul/Gospel Song by Bill 

Withers 

Both these units use an integrated approach to 

music where games, the interrelated dimensions 

of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.), singing and 

playing instruments are all linked. 

Blackbird - by The Beatles - a song about civil 

rights  

Reflect, Rewind and Replay - consolidates the 

learning that has occurred during the year. The 

learning is focused around revisiting songs and 

musical activities, a context for the History of 

Music and the beginnings of the Language of 

Music 

Year 6 Happy 

All the learning is focused around one song: Happy 

 

Listen & Appraise: Happy (Pop/Neo Soul)  

The children can 

Describe the style indicators of the song/music. 

Describe the structure of the song.  

Identify the instruments/voices they can hear.  

Talk about the musical dimensions used in the song. 

Children can contribute to the performance by singing, 

playing an instrumental part, improvising or by 

performing their composition. 

 

Classroom Jazz 2: All the learning is focused around 

the songs: Bacharach Anorak and Meet The Blues 

 

Listen & Appraise: Bacharach Anorak and Meet The 

Blues The children can 

Describe the style indicators of the song/music. 

Describe the structure of the song.  

Identify the instruments/voices they can hear.  

Talk about the musical dimensions used in the songs. 

Children can contribute to the performance by singing, 

playing an instrumental part, improvising or by 

performing their composition. 

 

A new Year Carol 

 All the learning is focused around one song: A 

new Year Carol 

 

Listen & Appraise: A New Year Carol (The music 

of Benjamin Britten)  

The children can: 

Describe the style indicators of the song/music. 

Describe the structure of the song.  

Identify the instruments/voices they can hear. 

Talk about the musical dimensions used in the 

song. 

Pulse, rhythm and pitch games: 

 Learn to clap some of the the rhythms used in 

the song. 

 Learn some musical phrases that you will sing in 

the song 

 

You’ve got a Friend 

All the learning is focused around one song@ 

You’ve got a Friend 

 

Listen & Appraise: You’ve Got a Friend (The 

music of Carole King)  

The children can:  

Describe the style indicators of the song/music. 

Describe the structure of the song. 

Music and Me 

Music and Me is the first in a series of units 

focusing on inspirational women working in music, 

and part of Brighter Sound’s pioneering gender 

equality initiative Both Sides Now. 

Throughout this series, students will explore the 

concept of ‘identity’ – the various elements that 

shape them. In this unit, start with gender, with 

reference to social and cultural differences. 

Children will be invited to try out different ways 

of making their own music, while exploring the 

work of some of the most influential women in 

music over the last 100 years. 

Four British female contemporary artists are 

featured and interviewed in the unit; all living in 

the UK, expressing themselves through music and 

with different cultural backgrounds: 

Shiva Feshareki: A turntablist and composer of 

Iranian descent who works with orchestras. 

• Eska Mtungwazi: A London-born singer-

songwriter and multi-instrumentalist, known 

professionally as Eska. 

https://www.brightersound.com/both-sides-now/
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 Identify the instruments/voices they can hear. 

Talk about the musical dimensions used in the 

song. 

 

• Afrodeutsche: A British-born 

Ghanaian/Russian/German composer, producer 

and DJ based in Manchester. 

• Anna Meredith: A composer and performer of 

electronic and acoustic music. 

Reflect, Rewind and Replay 

This Unit of Work consolidates the learning that 

has occurred during the year. All the learning is 

focused around revisiting songs and musical 

activities, a context for the History of Music and 

the beginnings of the Language of Music. 

 

Key Vocabulary style indicators, melody, compose, improvise, cover, 

pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, 

texture, structure, dimensions of music, Neo Soul, 

producer, groove, Motown, hook, riff, solo. Blues, 

Jazz, by ear, melody, 

 

Melody, compose, improvise, cover, pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, 

structure, dimensions of music, ostinato, 

phrases, unison, Urban Gospel, civil rights, 

gender equality, unison, harmony 

 

Gender, racism, rap, lyrics, turntables, DJing, 

producer, Electronic and Acoustic music, culture, 

identity, inspirational 

 

Prior learning Autumn 1: Living on a prayer 

All the learning is focused around one song: Livin' On 

A Prayer. The material presents an integrated 

approach to music where games, the dimensions of 

music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), singing and playing 

instruments are all linked. As well as learning to sing, 

play, improvise and compose with this song, children 

will listen and appraise other classic rock songs. 

 

Autumn 2: Classroom Jazz 

The learning is focussed on knowing how the pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture and structure 

work together to make a song sound interesting and be 

able to keep the internal pulse. 

 

Spring 1: Make you feel my love 

All the learning is focused around one song: Make 

You Feel My Love. The material presents an 

integrated approach to music where games, 

elements of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc), 

singing and playing instruments are all linked. As 

well as learning to sing, play, improvise and 

compose with this song, children will listen and 

appraise other Pop Ballads. 

 

Spring 2: Fresh Prince of Bel Air 

All the learning is focused around one song: The 

Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air. The material presents 

an integrated approach to music where games, 

the interrelated dimensions of music (pulse, 

rhythm, pitch etc.), singing and playing 

instruments are all linked. 

 

Summer 1: Dancing in the street 

All the learning in this unit is focused around one 

song: Dancing In The Street by Martha And The 

Vandellas. 

Identifying the piece’s structure: Intro, verse 1, 

chorus, bridge, verse 2, chorus, bridge, verse 3. 

As well as identifying instruments/voices: Female 

voice and female backing vocals, keyboard, 

drums, bass guitar (rhythm section), brass 

section (trumpet, trombone and sax). Through 

this unit children will also learn to find the pulse 

whilst listening.  

 

Summer 2: Reflect, rewind, reply 

This Unit of Work consolidates the learning that 

has occurred during the year. All the learning is 

focused around revisiting songs and musical 

activities, a context for the History of Music and 

the beginnings of the Language of Music. 
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