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Intent: The Grammar approach we use at Whinfield has been planned and sequenced to develop children’s understanding of written language and how sentences 

are constructed. The curriculum has been reviewed in light of the context of the children at Whinfield Primary School and what is important to our 

children. Staff have been consulted in regard to the adaptations needed post COVID. All staff are aware of how the curriculum in Grammar is 

sequenced and is progressive from lower school to upper school. Disadvantaged and SEND pupils have equality of access and opportunity.  

 

Implementation: Grammar is taught weekly and is threaded throughout English lessons and across the wider curriculum. There is a clear focus on key vocabulary when 

addressing Grammar. Misconceptions are addressed as teachers check prior knowledge and help children to embed what they know. The application of 

knowledge and skills is integrated into the Grammar curriculum and being able to connect key learning across lessons is always encouraged when the 

opportunity arises. Effective use of informal assessment ensures that next steps are accurately planned for. Teachers are consulted as to the order 

of teaching and adaptations are made to the Grammar curriculum as and when appropriate based on teacher feedback. Reading at an appropriate level 

is threaded through Grammar as and when appropriate. 

 

Impact: The Grammar curriculum is well constructed. Children are taught Grammar in a planned and regular way ensuring they learn all that they need to know 

in Grammar. Pupils are seen to be knowing more and remembering more so that knowledge is committed to long term memory. Application of skills has 

improved. Pupils are ready to move onto their next stage of education. Leaders at all levels check how well pupils are doing through lesson visits, work 

scrutinies and talking to both staff and pupils to ensure pupils are benefitting from the way Grammar is taught in school. Disadvantaged and SEND 

pupils acquire the knowledge they need in order to move onto the next stage. 

 

 
Autumn 

 

Spring 

 

Summer 

 

Reception Understand the use of finger spaces and when 

to use them.  

Write recognisable letters, most of which are 

correctly formed. 
 

Write simple phrases that can be read by 

others. 

Form lower-case and capital letters 

correctly and on the line. 

Write simple phrases and captions that can 

be read by others. 
 

Full stops 

Finger spaces 

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-

formed sentences. 

Connect one idea or action to another using 

a range of conjunctions. 

• Form lower-case and capital letters 

correctly and on the line.  

• Begin to write short sentences 

with words with known sound-

letter correspondences with a 

capital letter and a full stop.  

• Write short sentences with words 

with known letter-sound 

correspondences using a capital 

letter and full stop. Re-read what 
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they have written to check that it 

makes sense.  

• Form lower-case and capital letters 

correctly and on the line. 
 

Key Vocabulary Finger spaces, letters – upper case letters and lower 

case letters. Words, sentences. 

Finger spaces, letters – upper case letters and 

lower case letters. Words, sentences, phrases, 

captions. 

Finger spaces, letters – upper case letters and 

lower case letters. Words, sentences, phrases, 

captions, conjunctions, capital letter, full stop. 

Opportunities to involve prior 

learning 

Build on skills gained at nursery.   

Year 1 Finger spaces  

Capital Letters 

Full Stops 

Nouns  

Adjectives  

Conjunction – And  

Proper Nouns 

Adjectives 

Exclamation marks  

Question Marks  

Plurals – s and es  

Conjunctions – but, because  

Proper Nouns 

Exclamation marks  

Question Marks  

Plurals – s and es  

Conjunctions – and, but, because 

Adjectives 

Key vocabulary letter, capital letter, word, sentence  

punctuation, full stop, noun, adjective, conjunction 

letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural , 

sentence punctuation, full stop, question mark, 

conjunction, adjective, proper noun 

letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural , 

sentence punctuation, full stop, question mark, 

exclamation mark, proper nouns, adjectives, 

conjunction  

Prior learning Understand the use of finger spaces and when 

to use them.  

Write recognisable letters, most of which are 

correctly formed. 
 

Write simple phrases that can be read by 

others. 

Form lower-case and capital letters 

correctly and on the line. 

Write simple phrases and captions that 

can be read by others. 
 

Full stops 

Finger spaces 

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-

formed sentences. 

Connect one idea or action to another using 

a range of conjunctions. 

• Form lower-case and capital letters 

correctly and on the line.  

• Begin to write short sentences 

with words with known sound-

letter correspondences with a 

capital letter and a full stop.  

• Write short sentences with words 

with known letter-sound 

correspondences using a capital 

letter and full stop. Re-read what 
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they have written to check that it 

makes sense.  

• Form lower-case and capital letters 

correctly and on the line. 
 

Year 2 Writing sentences with different forms: statement, 

question, exclamation and command 

Writing in the present and past tenses correctly and 

consistently including the progressive form 

Use subordination (using when, if, that, or because) 

and co-ordination (using or, and, or but) 

Practising sentence demarcation, commas in lists and 

apostrophes for omission & singular possession 

Learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation 

correctly, including full stops, capital letters, 

exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists 

and apostrophes for contracted forms and the 

possessive (singular) 

 

Writing sentences with different forms: 

statement, question, exclamation and command 

Writing in the present and past tenses correctly 

and consistently including the progressive form 

Use subordination (using when, if, that, or 

because) and co-ordination (using or, and, or but) 

Practising sentence demarcation, commas in lists 

and apostrophes for omission & singular 

possession 

Learning how to use both familiar and new 

punctuation correctly, including full stops, capital 

letters, exclamation marks, question marks, 

commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted 

forms and the possessive (singular) 

 

Continued practise of: Writing sentences with 

different forms: statement, question, 

exclamation and command 

Writing in the present and past tenses correctly 

and consistently including the progressive form 

Use subordination (using when, if, that, or 

because) and co-ordination (using or, and, or but) 

Practising sentence demarcation, commas in lists 

and apostrophes for omission & singular 

possession 

Learning how to use both familiar and new 

punctuation correctly, including full stops, capital 

letters, exclamation marks, question marks, 

commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted 

forms and the possessive (singular) 

suffixes to form new words (-ful, -er, -ness) 

 

Key vocabulary noun, noun phrase, statement, question, exclamation, 

command,  subordinating conjunction, coordinating 

conjunction, compound, adjective, verb, suffix , 

adverb, tense (past, present), apostrophe, comma 

noun, noun phrase, statement, question, 

exclamation, command,  subordinating 

conjunction, coordinating conjunction, compound, 

adjective, verb, suffix , adverb, tense (past, 

present), apostrophe, comma 

noun, noun phrase, statement, question, 

exclamation, command,  subordinating 

conjunction, coordinating conjunction, compound, 

adjective, verb, suffix , adverb, tense (past, 

present), apostrophe, comma 

Prior learning Finger spaces  

Capital Letters 

Full Stops 

Nouns  

Adjectives  

Conjunction – And  

Proper Nouns 

Adjectives 

Exclamation marks  

Question Marks  

Plurals – s and es  

Conjunctions – but, because  

Proper Nouns 

Exclamation marks  

Question Marks  

Plurals – s and es  

Conjunctions – and, but, because 

Adjectives 
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Year 3 Review of basic punctuation. 

Conjunctions 

Suffixes 

Prefixes 

Prepositions for place 

Sentence types and related punctuation 

Present and past tense 

Word classes 

A and an 

Review commas in a list 

Apostrophes for possession and contraction 

Inverted commas 

Adverbs for time, place and cause 

Prepositions for time.  

Prepositions for cause 

Inverted commas 

Choosing nouns and pronouns for clarity and 

cohesion.  

Present perfect tense 

Review of punctuation 

Conjunctions 

Key vocabulary Capital letter, full stops, exclamation mark, question 

mark, preposition, conjunction, word family, prefix, 

clause, subordinate clause, consonant, consonant letter 

vowel, vowel letter, inverted commas, noun, verb, 

adverb, adjective, preposition. 

Capital letter, full stops, exclamation mark, 

question mark, Preposition, conjunction, word 

family, prefix, clause, subordinate clause, direct 

speech, consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel 

letter, inverted commas, adverb, preposition, 

determiner. 

Capital letter, full stops, exclamation mark, 

question mark, Preposition, conjunction, word 

family, prefix, clause, subordinate clause, direct 

speech, consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel 

letter, inverted commas, adverb, preposition, 

determiner, nouns, pronouns, tense (present 

perfect), subordinating conjunction, coordinating 

conjunction. 

Prior learning Writing sentences with different forms: statement, 

question, exclamation and command 

Writing in the present and past tenses correctly and 

consistently including the progressive form 

Use subordination (using when, if, that, or because) 

and co-ordination (using or, and, or but) 

Practising sentence demarcation, commas in lists and 

apostrophes for omission & singular possession 

Learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation 

correctly, including full stops, capital letters, 

exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists 

and apostrophes for contracted forms and the 

possessive (singular) 

 

Writing sentences with different forms: 

statement, question, exclamation and command 

Writing in the present and past tenses correctly 

and consistently including the progressive form 

Use subordination (using when, if, that, or 

because) and co-ordination (using or, and, or but) 

Practising sentence demarcation, commas in lists 

and apostrophes for omission & singular 

possession 

Learning how to use both familiar and new 

punctuation correctly, including full stops, capital 

letters, exclamation marks, question marks, 

commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted 

forms and the possessive (singular) 

 

Continued practise of: Writing sentences with 

different forms: statement, question, 

exclamation and command 

Writing in the present and past tenses correctly 

and consistently including the progressive form 

Use subordination (using when, if, that, or 

because) and co-ordination (using or, and, or but) 

Practising sentence demarcation, commas in lists 

and apostrophes for omission & singular 

possession 

Learning how to use both familiar and new 

punctuation correctly, including full stops, capital 

letters, exclamation marks, question marks, 

commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted 

forms and the possessive (singular) 

suffixes to form new words (-ful, -er, -ness) 
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Year 4 Sentence punctuation;  

Determiners,  

Present tense, past tense, present perfect or simple 

past?  

Conjunctions,  

Fronted adverbials, 

 Expanding sentences using conjunctions,  

Expanding sentences using adverbs,  

Expanding sentences using prepositions,  

Paragraphs  

Direct speech. 

 

Speech punctuation,  

Clauses in a sentence,  

Commas for clauses,  

Apostrophes for singular and plural possession, 

co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions, 

fronted adverbials.  

Paragraphs 

 

Speech punctuation,  

Clauses in a sentence,  

Commas for clauses,  

Apostrophes for singular and plural possession, 

co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions, 

fronted adverbials.  

Paragraphs 

Key vocabulary Capital letters, lower case letters, full stop, question 

mark, exclamation mark, inverted commas, comma,  

determiner, present tense, past tense, present 

prefect, simple past tense, subordinating conjunctions, 

coordinating conjunctions, clauses, phrases, 

paragraphs, pronoun, possessive pronoun, 

adverbial 

Inverted commas, comma, apostrophe for 

possession, apostrophe for omission, singular, 

plural, subordinating conjunctions, coordinating 

conjunctions, clauses, phrases, paragraphs,  

Adverbial, fronted adverbial. 

Inverted commas, comma, apostrophe for 

possession, apostrophe for omission, singular, 

plural, subordinating conjunctions, coordinating 

conjunctions, clauses, phrases, paragraphs,  

Adverbial, fronted adverbial. 

Prior learning Review of basic punctuation. 

Conjunctions 

Suffixes 

Prefixes 

Prepositions for place 

Sentence types and related punctuation 

Present and past tense 

Word classes 

A and an 

Review commas in a list 

Apostrophes for possession and contraction 

Inverted commas 

Adverbs for time, place and cause 

Prepositions for time.  

Prepositions for cause 

Inverted commas 

Choosing nouns and pronouns for clarity and 

cohesion.  

Present perfect tense 

Review of punctuation 

Conjunctions 

Year 5 Recapping sentence types – simple, compound and 

complex;  

Extended noun phrases, including with prepositions; 

commas to mark clauses;  

Revision of apostrophes to mark possession;  

Using and punctuating direct speech. 

Using expanded noun phrases to convey 

complicated information concisely;  

Modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of 

possibility; 

 Using relative clauses beginning with who, which, 

where, when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. 

Omitted) relative pronoun. 

Introducing devices to build cohesion, including 

adverbials of time, place and number;   

Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid 

ambiguity in writing; 

Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate 

parenthesis  

 

Key vocabulary  Simple sentence, compound sentence, complex 

sentence, noun, noun phrase, adjective, verb, adverb, 

pronoun, conjunction, determiner, comma, clause (main 

clause, subordinate clause), apostrophe for possession, 

apostrophe for omission, inverted commas. 

 noun, noun phrase, adjective, verb, adverb, 

pronoun, conjunction, determiner, comma, clause 

(main clause, subordinate clause), modal verb, 

relative pronoun, relative clause. 

noun, noun phrase, adjective, verb, adverb, 

pronoun, conjunction, determiner, comma, clause 

(main clause, subordinate clause), modal verb, 

relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, 

bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity. 

Prior learning Sentence punctuation;  

Determiners,  

Speech punctuation,  

Clauses in a sentence,  

Commas for clauses,  

Speech punctuation,  

Clauses in a sentence,  

Commas for clauses,  
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Present tense, past tense, present perfect or simple 

past?  

Conjunctions,  

Fronted adverbials, 

 Expanding sentences using conjunctions,  

Expanding sentences using adverbs,  

Expanding sentences using prepositions,  

Paragraphs  

Direct speech. 

 

Apostrophes for singular and plural possession, 

co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions, 

fronted adverbials.  

Paragraphs 

 

Apostrophes for singular and plural possession, 

co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions, 

fronted adverbials.  

Paragraphs 

Year 6 Revision of 8 word classes, classifying nouns, pronouns, 

revising questions, statements, commands, exclamation 

sentences, determiners, adjectives, comparative and 

superlative, auxiliary verbs, adverbs, synonyms and 

antonyms 

Relative clauses, noun phrases, adverbial phrases, 

conjunctions (coordinating and subordinating), 

main and subordinate clauses, prepositions, 

subject and object, active and passive voice 

Direct and indirect speech, punctuation: semi-

colons, colons, dash, commas for clarity. Simple 

present and simple past tense, modal verbs, 

present and past progressive form, subjunctive 

form 

Key Vocabulary Noun (proper, common, abstract, compound, collective 

nouns), pronoun, verb, adverb, adjective, determiner, 

preposition, conjunction, adverbial, question, 

statement, command, exclamation,  comparative and 

superlative, auxiliary verbs, synonyms and antonyms 

Clauses, noun phrase, adverbial phrase, 

subordinating conjunction, coordinating 

conjunction, subject, object, active, passive, 

synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-

colon, bullet points 

Direct speech, indirect speech, inverted commas,  

semi-colons, colons, dash, commas for clarity, 

simple present tense, simple past tense, modal 

verb,  present and past progressive form, 

subjunctive form,  synonym, antonym, ellipsis, 

hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet points 

Prior learning Recapping sentence types – simple, compound and 

complex;  

Extended noun phrases, including with prepositions; 

commas to mark clauses;  

Revision of apostrophes to mark possession;  

Using and punctuating direct speech. 

Using expanded noun phrases to convey 

complicated information concisely;  

Modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of 

possibility; 

 Using relative clauses beginning with who, which, 

where, when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. 

Omitted) relative pronoun. 

Introducing devices to build cohesion, including 

adverbials of time, place and number;   

Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid 

ambiguity in writing; 

Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate 

parenthesis  

 


