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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to school and 

welcome to Year 2!  

We have been looking forward to saying that for quite some time now…… Firstly, we would like to 

say a big well done to the children. They have all settled into new routines and new classrooms very 

quickly. We are so pleased with how sensible and responsible they have been over the last couple of 

weeks as we have all been getting used to new routines and plenty of handwashing! 

Throughout school during the month of September, we are following a ‘Recovery Curriculum’ 

devised by the Darlington Educational Psychology service. The curriculum gives the children plenty 

of time to get to know staff, get to know each other again and talk about their thoughts, feelings 

and experiences over the past few months. We will start to introduce learning that is more formal 

gradually so that the children become accustomed once more to what it means to learn and how to 

learn. Using this approach, we hope that the children feel empowered to learn and are ready to 

face the challenges that a new year group provides. We are aware that some children will have 

gaps in their learning from Year 2 and we will be addressing any missed learning as it arises 

throughout the year. This term we started by talking about the children’s experiences during lock 

down. This included lots of PSHE sessions where we discussed any worries the children had as well 

as all the things they are all looking forward to doing in school this term.  

 

The children will gradually be introduced to a wide range of learning opportunities across the 

curriculum. This will include revision of the phonics phases running through all subjects. They will 

continue to enjoy their PE sessions twice a week and the children will learn skills in Games, 

Gymnastics and Dance.  

 

 In English we will continue to introduce a wide range of writing genres 

including creative writing, poetry and non-fiction. In creative writing the children will gain 

inspiration from books such as ‘The Tiger Child’ and ‘The Rabbit Who Stole Fire’. The non-fiction 

writing will be linked to the Science topics. There is a focus on phonics, spelling and grammar this 

term which will be encouraged through all subjects whenever possible. We will be letting the 

children read a wide range of books in the classroom. The children’s home reading books will remain 

in school until further notice. 
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 In Maths we will be focussing on Number and Number Skills including some shape, 

space and measure work. The children will also be using their knowledge and skills in number to 

solve problems across the curriculum, giving reasons and explaining their understanding. 

 

In Geography the children will be learning about their local area and comparing it to a 

distant location. They will also learn about capital cities of the United Kingdom and the oceans of 

the world. They will continue to learn mapping skills and compass directions.  

 

In History we will introduce the topic ‘Why are some places special?’ The 

children will learn about what people did build before they were born and where these important 

places are. They will locate these places on a map of the North East and we will discuss why these 

places are important. 

 

In Science they will research and learn about ‘Materials and their Properties’. 

They will identify the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, understand 

man-made and natural materials as well as find out how the shapes of solid 

objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, 

twisting and stretching. They will make predictions and observations to answer a question. The 

children will also compare the suitability of materials. Finally, they will find out how the shapes of 

solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 

stretching. 

 

 

 

In Art the children will be learning to draw their self-portrait and in D.T. they will be designing 

and making a working vehicle.  

 

In R.E. we will be learning about Hinduism including how Hindus worship at home and in 

the Mandir as well as looking at some of the Hindu Gods. 
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In Music the children will be following the Charanga music scheme and the focus is on keeping the 

beat to both well-known and popular children’s songs.           

 In P.E. the children will be learning Game skills. Please remember to dress your child 

in their P.E. kit for both outdoor/indoor kit on the days they have P.E. 

 

 

In PSHE we will discuss Healthy Lifestyles, Growing and Changing and Keeping Safe.  

 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns.   

 

If you need to speak to any member of staff, then please make an appointment as per our new 

COVID protocols.  Face coverings must be worn if you enter the school grounds/building that 

includes coming to the front office window. 

 

If your child is feeling unwell, please keep them at home.  If they have a high temperature, new 

continuous cough, loss of smell/taste then please follow COVID protocols as per government 

guidelines.  Thank you in advance for helping to keep our school and community safe. 

 

Finally, we are looking forward to watching your child grow both academically and socially in the 

coming months and we thank you for your continued support.  

 

The Year 2 Teachers        

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


