
 

                

                         
                                                                                                           

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome back to the start of another new school year and welcome to Year 6! The children 

have settled back into school life in a mature and sensible way and are adjusting to the new 

routines quickly, they have definitely mastered the handwashing routine!  

 

As you are aware, all Year 6 pupils are formally tested in May through SATs (Week beginning 

10th May 2021). You will be given information as the year progresses about these tests. Pupils 

are encouraged to be involved in the wider life of the school through the development of 

responsibilities and roles across the day.  

 

Over the past week and a half, we have been working on a ‘Recovery Curriculum’ 

provided by Darlington Educational Psychology service with the children. The 

programme gives the children the opportunity to talk about their experiences 

during lockdown but also allows them to get to know the staff in Year 6. They have 

also completed some activities that would normally be done during our ‘transition 

day’ such as our ‘All about me T-Shirts’ which will be displayed around the 

classroom. The ‘Recovery Curriculum’ will continue throughout the Autumn term 

allowing the children to explore their thoughts and feelings about starting a new 

academic year.  

 

From next week we will begin to teach the children Maths and English in sets. We realise that some children 

will have some gaps which is why we are adapting our curriculum accordingly to support all children to reach 

their full potential. We will focus on consolidating their previous year’s knowledge before challenging them 

with new topics. The staff in Year 6 this year are: Mrs Close, Mrs Boulton, Miss Watkins, Mrs Knight and Mr 

Glenning. We will send a separate letter with information regarding which set your child will be in for Maths 

and English. All other subjects will be taught in the child’s normal class. 

 

Our topic for this Autumn term is ‘What’s in a name?”. The children will be looking in 

particular at a family from Darlington who fought in World War 1. In English, we will be 

reading ‘Why the Whales Came’ by Michael Morpurgo. The children will base their 

writing around the book and the main characters. We will also be 

watching the film to compare it to the book.  In Maths the children will 

begin the term by focusing on place value and number. They will also 

complete a weekly arithmetic quiz. In Science the first topic the 

children study is ‘Living things and their habitats’. They will look at classifying living things 

into different categories as well as looking at the life cycle of a frog which leads onto the 

following topic of ‘Evolution’. In PE, the children will take part in invasion games such as 

football, tag rugby and basketball. We will continue to look at the ‘Recovery Curriculum’ and 

the children’s well-being in our PSHCE lessons. Finally, for our modern foreign language we will 

be studying Spanish, something new to the school which is very exciting.  

 



 

                

                         
                                                                                                           

In Year 6, we know the children work incredibly hard and deserve rewards where appropriate. The children 

will continue to work towards their High 5 half termly treats and pin badges. Also in class the children will be 

able to collect Goals and Hat-tricks for completing work over the week. The children can also work towards 

gaining a Pen Licence which allows them to use a ‘special pen’ provided by the school when completing written 

work. These are presented in our celebration assemblies on Fridays something the children really look 

forward to.  

 

Reminders: 

 

PE- when your child has PE they must come to school wearing their PE kit. PE kits is trainers, plain red t-

shirt, dark tracksuit bottoms/joggers or dark shorts with a jumper/hoodie.  

Mrs Close PE days- Monday and Friday 

Mrs Boulton PE days- Thursday and Friday 

Miss Watkins PE days- Monday and Thursday. 

 

Reading Books- At the minute we are not sending school reading books home. The children have selected a 

reading book from our reading corners. This will be their reading book where the teacher will hear them read 

once a week and change when necessary. If your child has still not returned their reading books given to 

them by their Year 5 teacher at the beginning of lockdown please send it by Monday.  

 

Children will be given a set of spellings each Thursday to learn for the following Thursday.  The words will be 

a mixture of spelling patterns and key words from the Year 3/4 common exception words list initially then 

progressing to the Year 5/6 list.  Other homework will be set as the term progresses. 

 

Year 6, enter and exit the school grounds via the Year 6 gate near the main entrance.  We start at 8.45am 

and finish at 3.00pm.  May we respectfully ask you to be prompt with timings and to move away from the site 

as soon as you have dropped off and collected your child.   

 

If you need to speak to any member of staff, then please make an appointment as per our new COVID 

protocols.  Face coverings must be worn if you enter the school grounds/building that includes coming to the 

front office window. 

 

If your child is feeling unwell, please keep them at home.  If they have a high temperature, new continuous 

cough, loss of smell/taste then please follow COVID protocols as per government guidelines.  Thank you in 

advance for helping to keep our school and community safe. 

 

We are looking forward to working with your child and hope that they will enjoy their final year in Primary 

school.  If you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact the school to arrange a 

meeting.  

 

Thank you 

 

Year 6 Teaching Staff 

 

Mrs Close  Mrs Boulton     Miss Watkins     Mrs Knight     Mr Glenning  
 

 

 


